
SPECIALISSUEOF ARCHBISHOPWOOD CATHOLICHIGH SCHOOL’S

VVOLOLUMEUME XIVXIV,, NNUMBERUMBER22 WWWWWW ..VIKINGVVIKINGVOICEOICE..ORORGG WW EDNESDEDNESDAAYY,, NNOOVEMBERVEMBER24,24, 20042004

voiceTheviking

Krantz brings style to the game

Wood wins the PCL title

PHOTOGRAPHEDBYTOM SHAKELY ‘05
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Boys varsity soccer coach Joe Krantz guided the team
to its first ever PCL Championship Title on Sat., Nov. 20.

For Coach Joe Krantz and his Boys
soccer team,this year’s PCL title win
was anything but a total surprise,
despite how underestimated the team
was at the beginning ofthe season by
the rest of the league.

It was clear to Krantz early on that
they had what it took this season.
“After seeing how we handled LaSalle,
especially in the first half, I knew we
could play with anyone”, said Krantz,
of the first encounter with LaSalle of
the season.That confidence in the
team’s ability came after a retooling

of the Wood defenses.
“The key to a solid team [this year]

was getting the defense squared
away after losing solid players like
Ryan Fitzpatrick and Ryan Drum last
year.”, Krantz said. Wood accom-
plished that and more with the return
of Matt Deluca and addition of play-
ers like Matt Nolan. “[Our] defense
just did an outstanding job all season.”,
Krantz affirmed.

While Krantz has sometimes been
joked about for his unique coaching
style, he says “I’m not sue ifI have a
style. I know what we practice, [and]
what the instructions are. When some-
one deviates from those plans, then
there’s a problem.” He was quick to
add though,that “the saying we live
by is that ‘the next play is the most
important play’”.

Senior stopper Mike Murnane said
of Krantz, “He’s a great coach. If he
gets on your back, it’s mainly to help

you out,and for a positive reason.He’s
an all around great coach,a true PCL
champ.”

Sean Matthews, a senior sweeper,
also had high praise for his Coach.
“He’s the man,he’s my hero. He’s the
funniest man alive.”

After so many years of coaching,
there had been rumors that Krantz
might retire soon.Krantz denied the
rumors, however, saying “I have no
definite plans. Looking at next year’s
team we have six starters back, which
makes a good nucleus, and will allow
for those who were on the bench this
season to move up.”

Krantz especially enjoyed the sup-
port of the always formidable Wood
fan base at the games throughout the
season.“Our fans are great. They pro-
vide lots of support, and are very
loyal. Players on other teams even
supported us, so hopefully our boys do

After 26 years of coaching
Boys soccer at Wood, Joe
Krantz has brought home
PCL champions. Their overall
season record is 17-3-2.
BY TOM SHAKELY ‘05
> EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

‘KRANTZ’ CONTINUEDON PAGE 3

For the first time in Wood's
history, the Boys Soccer Team
can call itselfthe champions of
the Philadelphia Catholic
League. The boys finished off
their great run on Sat., Nov. 20
with a dominating performance
in the title match against St.
Joe's Prep at Haverford
College.

The team jumped out to a 1-
0 lead off of a strike by Pat
Taylor fifteen minutes into the
f irst half and never looked
back. Prep had few chances to
get at the Wood goal all game,
due to Wood's suffocating
defense.

The defense gave up just

eleven goals all year, with eight
of those coming in the PCL regu-
lar season.The defense, howev-
er, managed to step up its play
another notch in the postseason,
stifling the opposition's attack in
all three playoff games, in
which Wood conceded no goals.

Led by seniors Jay
Halbreiner, Mike Murnane, and
Matt DeLuca,Wood boasted the
stingiest defense in the league.
Joe Basgil and Matt Nolan
stepped into starting roles in
their first seasons as varsity
players, and did a superb job.

The offense did its fair share
too, with Dave Laurich setting a
Wood single season record for
13 goals scored in the PCL and
20 goals scored in a season.
Sophomores Pat Taylor and Will
"The Thrill" Morris scored key
goals this year as they part-
nered with Laurich up front for
the Vikings. In the midfield Joe
Taylor and Sean Matthews
worked well together, finding
the team's wing midfielders
Mike Madden and Vince Parker.
Taylor set the school record for
career assists and Matthews
chipped in with key goals
throughout the year.

The team looked destined for
greatness from the opening
game, thrashing Southern
Division rivals Archbishop
Carroll 7-0 on the road. They

carried the early momentum
over to the start of the PCL reg-
ular season,handedly defeating
visiting LaSalle 3-1. Sean
Matthews gave the Vikings the
lead early on with an incredible
head ball goal. Wood started
the season in first place and
never relinquished its spot at the
top of the league.

After an easy win over Bishop
McDevitt, Wood faced another
tough test against perennial
power Archbishop Ryan. Wood
was deadlocked with the
defending PCL champs for 78
minutes ofthe game until a Pat
Taylor corner sneaked its way

into the net.Wood continued its
undefeated run and finished the
first half of the season in first
place with a 6-0-1 record.

The boys hit a bump in the
road, however, losing two of its
next three games, both by one
goal. Refusing to let the adver-
sity get the better ofthem,the
team went out and beat
Cardinal Dougherty in a game
where Dave Laurich struck
offensively for two goals. In
their next match the boys left it
late but came away with a 1-0
win over Conwell Egan.

Needing just a win and a tie
in its last two regular season

games to secure the number one
seed in the Northern Division,
the team showed its class by
defeating Father Judge 3-1 and
North Catholic 1-0.

The first playoff game was
against Conwell Egan.Egan was
a tough match-up for Wood in
both regular season games ear-
lier in the year, but the same
was not true in the post season.
Pat Taylor assisted Dave Laurich
on both ofthe game's goals and
the Vikings were through to the
semifinals.

The semifinals pitted the
Vikings against Kennedy Kenrick

Archbishop Wood's Boys Soccer Team won
its first ever Philadelphia Catholic League
championship, capping off a season of
broken records and first time achievements.
BY TOM SHAKELY ‘05
> EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

ARCHBISHOPWOOD 3 ST. JOE’S PREP0

PHOTOGRAPHEDBYTOM SHAKELY ‘05

Elated Viking soccer players and fans celebrated on the field at Haverford College after the final 
whistle. Coach Krantz and Joe Taylor motion to St.Joe’s Prep, letting them know where the party is.

‘SOCCER’ CONTINUEDON PAGE 3

PHOTOGRAPHEDBYTOM SHAKELY ‘05
Senior Joe Taylor meets the
press after the game.
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EDITOR’S DESK: AMERICA SPOKEON NOV . 2
THEVIKING VOICE

The first issue received a huge-
ly enthusiastic response last
month,and also marked the first
time Wood has ever had a 12
page newspaper in its 40 year
history.

There were some hiccups and
typos, as there always are, but
one thing most people noticed
were the “Fs” and “As” that
appeared in certain articles
throughout the issue. Additionally,
certain punctuation was also miss-
ing throughout.To clear that up:
yes, we saw those mistakes too,
and no, we didn’t make them on
purpose. They occurred as the
result of a bizarre error at the
printing office which we use, and
did not originally appear in the
files we sent to be printed.

All in all,I really want to thank
everyone who gave us all such
strong feedback. Keep it com-
ing—this is for you.

ELECTIONIMPLICATIONS
Earlier this month the American

electorate made it clear that it
will not be subjected to the poli-
tics of fear and intimidation.
George W. Bush sailed to re-elec-
tion with the most popular votes
of any president in our history,
with over 58 million.This has been
the first time a president won
election with a majority ofthe
popular vote since 1988,some-
thing not even Clinton could man-
age.

That fact should prove most
upsetting for all those Bush-haters

who feebly try to claim Bush is
"not my president." The American
public has spoken with a clear
voice, handing Bush re-election
through both popular vote and
electoral vote.

Many prominent Democrats
have said that they must now
make an effort to “better under-
stand”the American people, and
most are still operating under the
idea that the Bush win means that
Americans are still “uninformed”.

The fact that Democrats think
they need to better understand
the American people shows just
how hopelessly out of touch with
the nation they are, no matter how
right some oftheir policies may
seem.

Scaring the youth with lies
about a draft failed. Scaring the
old with lies about Bush being
“out to get them”by taking away
healthcare failed. Scaring blacks
and other minorities by openly
saying that Bush’s re-election
would bring about a pre-deseg-
regated America failed. Scaring
the country with lies about how
Bush has and will destroy our
country failed.

Yet still, the Democratic party
continues to be blinded by its own
hatred of Republicans and the
“moral majority” to realize how
scared it should be ofits ever
nearer implosion.

CONGRATSBOYS
On behalfof the entire staff of

The Viking Voice, I want to thank
the Boys soccer team for its enor-

mous efforts on the field this year.
You worked hard, and you
earned your reward: Wood’s first
PCL title in boys soccer. You’ve
gone down in Wood history, and
you’ve helped energize a lot of
school spirit.The rest of us owe
you one.

EDITOR’S NOTE
In the previous issue ofThe

Viking Voice, I asserted that the
method of seating us with our
parent’s was a “relatively new
thing”.I was mistaken in this asser-
tion,at least to a point.Wood,as
a school,has seated students with
their parents at graduation for
the past 14 years.

I do, however, continue to

defend my position on gradua-
tion. Even 14 years of prece-
dence is not terribly meaningful
considering that Wood has been
around for 40 years in all.Further
still,not all tradition is necessarily
meaningful or good tradition.

Nothing should continue based
simply on the argument that it’s
“tradition.” I was informed by the
administration that the seating
was changed specifically in
response to bad manners from the
boys of the divided Wood.This is
the basis ofour current “tradition-
al” graduation; to keep us in line
by seating us with our parents
because we’re supposedly to
childish to sit as a class—as high
school graduates no less.

Some ofus might be too child-

ish,sure, but again, according to
this newspaper’s own poll, 85
percent of seniors would like to
get the second to sit as a class. Is
it right that a class from the late
80s in the boy’s school deter-
mined our new “tradition” through
their immaturity? Most definitely
not.

An administration’s fear of how
it thinks we may behave is not
solid backing for this current
arrangement, especially when
opposed by the vast majority of
seniors. This is only seen as good
tradition by one faction of the
school.The wishes ofthe student
body still deserve to be heeded.

- TOM SHAKELY; EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

TOM@VIKINGVOICE.ORG

Well, fall is on its way out and
winter is on its way in. So far this
year, the student council has done
a few significant things, and has
more planned.

As you read about in the last
issue ofThe Viking Voice, we set up
a concert with the bands SkyView
and Winslow
earlier this
year. I consid-
er it to be a
success, and
we hope to
have another
similar event
later this
year.

Also, Matt
S p a d a fo ra
organized this year's pre-home-
coming tailgate. It was such a
good time that there was another
one the following week.

In the near future, as in past
years, Big Little Day will be tak-
ing place. Also, we hope to have
a dodge ball tournament.Details
are still sketchy for that, but stay
tuned to the TV for information as
we get it. Also, we hope to resur-
rect the ping pong tournament
that took place two years ago.
That will most likely happen in
early '05.

A lot ofpeople have been ask-
ing if we are going to get a dress
down day. I want one too, trust

me. The student council is doing
what we can,but it pretty much
depends upon how the adminis-
tration feels about the dress
code.

In response to the editorial in
the last edition ofThe Viking Voice,
a representative from Aramark
will be at our next student council
meeting. That should be interest-
ing; so expect to see a report of
what happens in the Dec. issue of
the paper.

If anybody has any ideas that
you'd like to see happen,tell your
homeroom rep. and ask him to
bring them up at our monthly stu-
dent council meeting, or just tell
any of the executive board mem-
bers.

On a totally different note, I
suggest that everyone listen to the
band Guster. Their website is
www.guster.com, and there are
songs you can hear for free on
the site. Also, for any Dispatch
fans at Wood, I'd highly recom-
mend their new live double
CD/DVD, "All Points Bulletin".

It includes tracks from their
final show in front of 110,000
people at the Hatch Shell in
Boston,along with their warm-up
show at the Somerville Theatre.
The DVD alone is worth the cost.

ERICSNYDER

STUDENTCOUNCIL

ERICIS PRESIDENTOF THESTUDENT

COUNCILAT WOOD. HIS COLUMN

APPEARSIN EACH ISSUE.

On a totally
different note

The Viking VoiceSpecial Issue — Contributing Staff

Dear Helga,
I'm terrified of catching the flu.

Yech! What can I do to avoid get-
ting sick?

Signed,Germophobe

Dear Germophobe,
The first thing to remember is

to remain calm.Just because you
don't get a flu shot doesn't mean
that you're going to die. Carrying
around some essentials will make
your life easier and will decrease
the chances ofyour peers getting
sick, too.

Unfortunately, we can't drag a
sink and bar ofsoap with us all
day. This is where hand sanitizer
comes in:it's effective, portable,
and should kill most germs on your
hands. If, for some reason,you
don't have any way of cleansing
your hands after coming in con-
tact with a sick person, simply
avoid putting anything in your
mouth (I sincerely hope by now
that none of you still suck your
thumbs!).

Already sick? Please, PLEASE
use medicine!  Think ofit: you feel
better and your pharmacist gets

paid! Everybody wins, ja! Invest in
those miniature packs of tissues,
as they're much more sanitary
than using your hand and alarm-
ing other germophobes. Befriend
throat lozenges and cough drops,
as well as Vicks vapor-rub. These
items will help to clear your
throat.

If you need to stay home sick,
try to entertain yourself. The Lord
of the Rings:Return of the King
Platinum edition comes out on
Dec. 14. What's not to love about
four hours and ten minutes of
swords, battles, and evil jewelry?   

Dear Helga,
Do they really brainwash you on

Encounter?
Signed,Just a little curious

Dear Curious,
Yes. They also barcode you

and convince you to spontaneous-
ly tap dance with turkey legs.

Actually, nobody brainwashes
you on Encounter. In fact, if you
decide to participate, "they" will
be your own colleagues!
Encounter is a retreat — you

know how once a year the school
conducts retreats in each grade
where visitors address various
topics? This is the same concept,
except it lasts for a weekend
instead ofa day. Also, one ofmy
sources tells me that it's "an amaz-
ing experience" and "best if
you're open-minded." Interested
in going on Encounter this year?
See Fr. Chris in the Ministry Office
(Room 317) to find out more
about it,or to sign up.

SENDQUESTIONSTO HELGA VIA EMAIL:
HELGA@VIKINGVOICE.ORG OR DROP

OFFQUESTIONSIN THENEWSPAPER

BOX IN THEACTIVITESOFFICE.

Helpful Helga

November 24 Issue;Printed Nov. 22
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Disclaimer
Material appearing within TheViking
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content,etc) reflects neither the
views of the school administration
nor the views ofTheViking Voice
staff, but merely the philosophy 
of the respective author.
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Wood soccer players both past and present unite on field after the game in triumph as goalie Jay Halbriener holds the PCL plaque. PHOTOGRAPHSBY TOM SHAKELY ‘05

Antsy Wood fans await the final whistle, preparing to storm the field and celebrate with the team.

The fans and team cheer together basking in the glow of Wood’s first boys soccer championship title.

Coach Krantz (center) proudly displays the PCL plaque with senior
Joe Taylor (left) and sophmore Pat Taylor.

‘SOCCER’
of the Southern Division. In a
hard fought match, Sean
Matthews' right foot finished off
a corner kick, winning the game
in a 1-0 victory that advanced
the team to its first ever cham-
pionship appearance.

Despite never having been to
a final,Wood looked the looser
and more poised of the two
teams. Prep, who was 0-14 in
championship games heading
into this final encounter, was
desperate to end their losing
streak.

Wood took the lead early
with Pat Taylor's goal, and then
Joe Taylor doubled the lead
shortly afterward. With time
winding down, Dave Laurich
picked up a loose ball and
sped towards the Prep goal. He
was pulled from behind by a
helpless Prep defender in the
box, resulting in a penalty kick
for Wood. Joe Taylor put it
home, ending all thoughts ofa
Prep comeback. After ten more
minutes ofplay, the final whistle
was blown and Wood's players
were blissful on the field.
Wood's die-hard fans stormed
the field and celebrated the
victory just as joyously as the
players did.

After months ofpreparation
and hard work, the team and its
coaches (Joe Krantz, Hughie
Kelly, Ray DeStephanis, and
Dave Dilts) finally got what they
had coveted for so long:a PCL
title.

The team would like to thank
its many fans for all the support
given throughout the year at the
games. It was definitely a season
no one will soon forget.

‘KRANTZ’
the same.”

While some moments after the
games have been tense, Krantz
commented that “our fans are
very vocal,but are also general-
ly positive, [which] probably puts
them among the best fans we’ve
had.”

Undoubtedly, Krantz couldn’t
have guessed when he started
coaching Wood soccer in the late
70s that it would eventually be
his own nephews that would help
lead the team to the first title,
though,Krantz joked, “I’d like to
thank my sister and brother-in-
law for making it all possible.”

Even with the season now over
for the boys, Coach Krantz is
anything but complacent.“I’m
thrilled for our team,and [for]
our future prospects.” After all,
says Krantz, “practice starts in
274 days.”

Wrestling season approaches for Fitz

As the winter season
approaches the weather begins
to get colder and colder, but you
can always find warmth in
Wood’s wrestling room, where
the wrestling team is hard at
work.

The wrestling season is starting
up in a brand new fashion under
its new head coach, Jack

Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick, formally
known by his team as Coach Fitz,
has been around wrestling since
he was a teenager. He graduat-
ed from Wood in 1992 as a star
athlete on the wrestling team.

You can find his name in the
record books for the most wins in
a season with 43,and also as a
member ofthe 100 win club.

Fitzpatrick moved on to wres-
tle at the college level at Trenton
State University, but it wasn’t long
before he returned to Wood. He
has been a member ofthe coach-
ing staff for the past nine years,
and served as assistant coach
behind Todd Mullen for the past
four years.

He has now stepped into the

driver’s seat and is ready to lead
his team to its third appearance
and second team championship in
the past four years.

Senior Chris Ochnich stated,
“Coach Fitz is a great guy, and
I’m really glad he’s our head
coach.I think he can lead us back
to the championship this year,
and win it.”

The wrestling program at
Wood is one ofthe most domi-
nant in the Catholic League,
always fighting for a team cham-
pionship. Last year’s team was
one win away from bringing
home another Catholic League
title until the player’s dreams
were shattered by North
Catholic.

This year’s wrestling team is
full of returning letterman
wrestlers who hope to redeem
themselves of their tragic loss in
the title match a year ago.

Returning to the varsity lineup
are seniors EdWaddington,
Drew Meister, Drew Martin, and
Christian Szablowski.Juniors are
Tom Bisset,Matt Weygand,along
with sophomore Mike Esham.

Some key newcomers this year
to the varsity lineup are seniors
Chris Ochnich,Dennis Troxell, and
Tony Aqualino, along with junior
Tom Colbridge and his freshman
brother, Greg.

Fitzpatrick will be helped by
Terrance Oliver and Newt Hill this
year, both of whom have had

wrestling experience in the past.
Fitzpatrick said, “I am very

excited for this year. I have a
great group ofguys to work with,
and I think ifwe keep working
hard we can win [in] the Catholic
League.”

MUST-ATTENDMATCHES

Wood @ LaSalle
Wed.,Jan. 19 at 7pm

St.Joe Prep @ Wood
Wed.,Jan. 26 at 7pm

Conwell Egan @ Wood
Sat., Jan. 29 at 1pm

Wood @ North Catholic
Wed.,Feb. 2 at 7pm

As new head coach Jack
Fitzpatrick takes over, the
wrestling team has high
hopes and a huge heart for
winning the PCLtitle back.

BY EDDIEWADDINGTON ‘05
> STAFFWRITER
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Where Has All the
Spirit Gone?
Letter to the Editor
Wood Winds;Dec. 1981

Dear Editor:
I think that the fire in Wood's

school spirit may need to be
rekindled.From my observations
some students here lack dedica-
tion not only to their school,but
to their friends.

At some ofthe sports events
there are scarcely any specta-
tors. Those who do attend are
greatly appreciated, but the
support of our teams is not to be
left up to a select few. When our
teams reach their goal of win-
ning the championships, we show
tremendous pride in them,which
is hypocritical since we showed
them little support during the
season.

I thought it was a disgrace to
learn of the difficulty faced by
those selling tickets to fill one
spectator bus for the soccer
championships. I could under-
stand problems with getting a
busload ofpeople for an away
game, but this was for the

Catholic League Title.
I ask everyone to re-evaluate

what you think spirit is. Do you
think you are spirited, if you
aren't,why not?

Big Brother Is Coming
Crossroads;Sept. 1969

A closed-circuit television sys-
tem has been acquired by the
school.The funds for the equip-
ment were contributed by the
classes of'67, '68, and '69.The
system consists ofone TV
Camera, one Video-Tape
Recorder and one TV Monitor.
The system has the capability of
being enlarged with more cam-
eras and sets.

According to Fr. Van Thill, the
next step is to equip every class-
room with a TV set."We already
have the antenna and the wiring
in each classroom." These were
installed when the school was
built.

At present,the system has the
ability to place special events
and regular TV programs on
Video-Tape.

FROM THEARCHIVES
The following excerpts are taken from archived issues ofWood’s

newspaper, then called “Crossroads”and “Wood Winds”,in the Boy’s
school and Girl’s school, respectively. We will be running the “From
the archives” feature throughout the year to celebrate Wood’s 40th
anniversary and give some insight into what Wood used to be like.

- Tom Shakely; Editor-In-Chief

Bourne is back, Spielberg hits big
What would a newspaper be

without a film review column? You
know, the place where an angry
loser rants about how bad every
modern movie is. Well, this one is
no different.

I work at a video store and
everyone there talks about
movies. I think just by that I've
achieved the "loser" title. I review
films that come out on DVD after
or at least near the release of
each issue ofThe Viking Voice.

THEBOURNESUPREMACY

I'm not quite certain what the
writer was trying to accomplish by
making another Bourne film. I've
come to believe that the overall
setting ofEuropean cities tends to
please a majority ofAmericans
whether or not they actually like
the content.The director seems to
exploit that fact and simply "for-
get" to make the film decent.

The film begins on a nice trop-
ical island where Jason Bourne
and his girlfriend are relaxing,
and everything is going just right
until — BAM! — they're after him
again! Those darn intelligence
agencies have nothing better to
do than pick on Jason and give
what some
may call a
"plot" to this
movie.

All that
proceeds is
b a s i c a l ly
Bourne trying
to get them
off of his
case because
he didn't do anything. On the
brighter side, some ofthe tricks
are neat — he thinks fast and has
some good ideas. It just seemed
too much like a wannabe Bond
film.

THETERMINAL

Steven Spielberg, the
acclaimed director discovered a
rather interesting story in a French
airport, off of which he based this
film. Tom Hanks plays Viktor
Navorski, a Slavic traveler who
arrives at a US airport on vaca-
tion to find that his country
encountered a revolution during
his flight and he does not have
access to the United States
because ofit. He is stuck at the
airport.

The idea, although it actually
occurred, was a clever one. There
were, of course, some Spielberg
moments — holes in the story that
made the movie both mainstream
and “Hollywood acceptable.”

Hanks, however, acted wonder-
fully and his accent sounded
superb. I've always respected
Hanks for his varied roles in all of
his movies, as opposed to some-

one like Morgan Freeman who,
although a talented actor, plays
the same part in every movie: the
elder know-it-all who "doesn't
take no ones jibber-jabber."

The Terminal is worth seeing,
but make sure you aren’t in any

rush,because it isn’t a very fast-
paced film.

TIM WISNIEWSKI

RATEDRENTALS

FILM SUGGESTIONSCAN BEMADETO

TIM EITHERBYDROPPINGA NOTEIN

THENEWSPAPERMAILBOX IN THE

ACTIVITIESOFFICE, OR VIA EMAILTO:
TIMW@VIKINGVOICE.ORG.

WWW.IMDB.COM

Jason Bourne, played by Matt Damon,stars in the second ofthe
Bourne movies as a government-trained assasin fleeing in Europe.

Backstage Pass: Wood Performing Arts

"There are no small parts, only
small actors." This old adage by
William Shakespeare, who is con-
sidered the greatest writer in
English literature, is one of the
most famous quotes ofall time.

Shakespeare knew the impor-
tance ofall actors in a cast,not

just a select few. This can easily
be applied to the Archbishop
Wood Performing Arts
Department (P.A.D.).

In the school productions, every
member ofthe cast works togeth-
er to create the final product:a
wonderful performance for every
audience. With a different troupe
of about 75-80 cast members for
each show; the plays are full of
people with lots ofdifferent tal-
ents.

As a member of Wood's
Performing Arts Department since
my freshmen year, I have seen the
ups, the downs, the good,and the
bad. Believe me when I say that

it is not all fun and games.
Being in a high school produc-

tion is not for the faint of heart.
Although there are no cuts, audi-
tions can be nerve-wracking,
especially if you have serious
competition for a given part.
When the cast list is posted,it is
one of the most tense days that
you'll ever experience. Even if
you're placed in chorus, the road
to a great performance for
everyone is a long and treacher-
ous one. While some kids go
home and relax after school,the
members of the play stay after in
the auditorium to rehearse songs
over and over, practice a dance

combination countless times, or
choreograph a specific scene.
Everyone works hard, not just the
people with parts. When the show
is about a month away, practice
becomes more intense than one
might think.It can be very tiring,
stressful,and at times frustrating.

Despite all the hard work, the
stress, and the sacrifices ofbeing
in the Wood P.A.D., the shows are
truly a wonderful experience.
When you practice with the same
people everyday, you begin to
form a strong, cohesive bond with
them. My peers in the Wood
P.A.D. have become almost like a
second family to me over the past

few years. The theater also
teaches you a lot about teamwork
and determination.

Whether a member is on stage
for four scenes or fourteen scenes,
it is a tough road to walk in order
to create a great performance,
but with the support of other tal-
ented actors and more important-
ly, great friends, the final product
is truly something ofdedication,
perseverance, and friendship.

‘HONK’ SHOWTIMESAT WOOD

Fri., Dec. 10 at 8pm
Sat., Dec. 11 at 8pm
Sun,Dec. 12 at 2pm

You might see the final
result once or twice a
year, but do you really
know what goes on behind
the scenes ofthe play?

BY STEPHANIEBOAG ‘05
> STAFFWRITER

‘San Andreas’ offers
pretty solid gameplay

Selling millions upon millions of
copies before even being
released,Grand Theft Auto: San
Andreas was unquestionably the
most anticipated game for
Playstation 2 this year. The ques-
tion is:was it worth the wait?  In a
word, yes.

The biggest game the PS2 con-
sole has ever seen, however,
needs a bigger answer to its pop-
ularity. To start things off, you
play the game as Carl, CJ, and
Johnson of the Grove Street
Families gang.

Carl returns to San Andreas
for the funeral of his murdered
mother. Upon arrival in Los
Santos, however, he is framed for
the murder of a police officer by
Officer Tenpenny, who is voiced
by Samuel L.Jackson.

From there, you go on to do
various missions, street races, side
games, etc. As you progress
through Los Santos, the first of
three cities, you can take CJ to the
gym to make him stronger, drive
him around city in one ofthe innu-
merable types of cars, or take
your car to a body shop to give it
nitrous, a body kit, or a new paint
job. If you can think ofsomething
to do while you are playing this
game, you can probably do it.

GTA:SA is enormous—over
four times bigger than its prede-
cessor Vice City. The state of San
Andreas is broken up into three
fictional cities based on real
cities.

The first city, Los Santos, is a
model of Los Angeles and is the

biggest ofthe three. San Fierro is
based on San Francisco, right
down to the Golden Gate Bridge
and hilly terrain.The final city, Las
Venturas looks like a snapshot of
Las Vegas, with many recogniza-
ble casinos from the real city.

In between these three cities
are many small towns and farm-
ing communities. With such a huge
game, it is unbelievable that there
are essentially no load times. The
only time the game needs to load
is when you start it, and when you
walk into or out ofa building.

With all of the great things
about this game—and those men-
tioned were only the beginning—
there are some things that are
wrong.

For instance, there are some
minor glitches, and the graphics
aren't spectacular. However, the
good things about this game out-
weigh the bad.

To sum it all up, Grand Theft
Auto: San Andreas has far
exceeded my expectations, and
has proved to be an overly enjoy-
able game. From the strong story-
line, to the sheer enormity in all
aspects ofthe game, I highly rec-
ommend GTA: SA as one ofthe
best games I have ever played.

BY SEAN WHALEN‘05
> STAFFWRITER

Grand Theft Auto: San
Andreas seems bound to
become another classic
PS2 game.

WWW.AMAZON.COM

GTA: San Andreas, is available
for $33 on amazon.com


